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NOTE:		This	document	was	produced	and	submitted	by	an	interested	
party,	Ellen	Otani.		Except	for	this	statement,	the	document	has	not	been	
edited	and	has	not	been	adopted	by	the	Large	Events	Task	Force.		It	is	
provided	for	informational	purposes	only.	
	
Lane	County	Large	Event	Task	Force:		Public	Input	Session	October	15,	2014	
	
Task	force	present:		John	Helmer	Don	Hansen,	Mary	Moore,	Brad	Van	Appel,	Bruce	
Newhouse,	Jeff	Gaulton,	Allen	Murphy,	Janis	Ross,	Randy	Hledik,	Holly	Stanley	
	
Task	force	absent,	Leslie	Scott,	Larry	Dunlop,	Anna	Lawrence	
	
County	staff	present:		Marsha	Miller,	Mike	Russell,	Fraser	MacDonald	
	
County	Commissioner:	Jay	Bozievich	
	
Transcribed	by	Ellen	Otani,	Volunteer	LETF	support	March	20,	2015	
	
John	Helmer:		The	task	force	chair	gave	a	brief	introduction	and	listed	meeting	
procedures.	
	
Mike	Russell:		Parks	manager	gave	background	on	the	large	events	issue.		By	2011,	
they	held	neighborhood	meetings	to	address	concerns	about	Faerieworlds,	which	
began	in	2009.		They	considered	those	concerns	in	the	contracts	for	Faerieworlds	
and	the	Dirty	Dash.		They	have	a	variety	of	activities	in	the	70	parks	in	the	system.		
They	identified	13	parks	that	could	host	events	of	1000	or	more.		They	try	to	
accommodate	people	who	want	to	hold	events.		The	2013	Kaleidoscope	event	
brought	the	issue	to	a	head	and	caused	the	commissioners	to	struggle	from	
September	2013	with	policy	and	operational	issues.		The	task	force	had	been	
meeting	since	June	2014	and	hopes	to	go	to	the	commissioners	with	
recommendations	in	June	2015.		The	task	force	is	now	at	the	point	of	gathering	
public	input.			
	
John	Helmer:		Explained	that	the	charge	of	the	task	for	was	to	explore	what	is	
appropriate	for	county	parks	when	it	comes	to	large	events.		The	group	had	heard	
from	six	experts	on	legality	&	appropriateness.		He	listed	the	parks,	although	Buford	
was	the	catalyst.		The	task	force	needed	input	from	people	who	use	all	the	parks.		He	
gave	dates,	times	and	opportunities	for	input,	and	mentioned	monkey	survey	that	
had	received	289	responses.		There	would	be	one	or	two	more	public	meetings.		He	
drew	names	for	order	to	speak.	
	
Community	Member:		Said	in	2013	they	could	not	hear	themselves	talk.		In	2013	
trespassers	were	setting	up	camp	&	they	had	to	call	sheriff.			In	2012	trespassers	
vandalized	their	father’s	home	and	turned	off	the	electricity,	which	caused	frozen	
food	to	spoil.		Jeff	asked	if	situation	was	getting	worse.			She	said	they	always	had	
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trespassers	during	events;	they	climbed	the	trees	and	wouldn’t	get	down,	but	yes,	it	
was	getting	worse.			She	lived	one	mile	from	the	park.	
	
Chaz	Dutoit:		The	FBP	board	president	spoke	as	county	resident.		He	had	been	a	
county	employee	but	was	not	now.		He	thanked	task	force	for	going	above	and	
beyond.		He	wanted	to	reinforce	what	the	executive	director	of	the	Friends	of	Buford	
Park	had	said	at	an	earlier	meeting.		The	FBP	has	added	five	million	dollars	of	value	
to	Buford	Park	over	the	last	25	years	or	$200,000	a	year.		The	Arboretum	could	
match	or	exceed	that.		People	come	to	that	park	because	of	the	experience.		All	of	the	
parking	revenue	that	was	collected	was	because	of	that	experience	of	being	close	to	
nature.		Large	events	really	betrayed	that.		We	have	an	opportunity	to	expand	events	
that	can	enhance	that	experience.		Those	large	events	have	no	relation	to	the	place.		
They	could	be	in	a	parking	lot;	they	could	be	at	the	event	center.			He	cares	about	the	
sense	of	place	and	thinks	most	park	users	have	that	sense	of	place.	
	
John	Helmer:		Reiterated	that	Chaz	emphasized	a	connection	to	the	place	as	well	as	
the	qualities	of	the	event	itself.	
	
Chaz	Dutoit:		Confirmed	that	the	nature	of	the	event	had	to	be	considered.		He	had	
gone	to	the	Cascadia	Music	Festival	and	did	not	know	about	the	environmental	
aspect	of	their	music.		With	regard	to	the	(HBRA)	Master	Plan,	he	feels	the	multiday	
events	and	the	camping	are	a	violation	of	the	agreement	between	the	county	and	the	
citizenry.	
	
Jeff	Gaulton:		Task	force	member	asked	if	HBRA	should	be	treated	separately	from	
the	other	twelve	parks.	
	
Chaz	Dutoit:		Thought	that	the	county	should	adhere	to	a	master	plan	or	change	it.	
	
Jeff	Gaulton:		Clarified	that	changing	the	master	plan	not	the	job	of	this	task	force;	
their	job	was	to	look	at	the	park	system	as	a	whole.		But	the	public	may	want	the	
task	force	to	look	at	a	set	of	rules	for	HBRA	since	issues	there	were	the	driving	force	
behind	the	last	five	meetings.		No	one	had	mentioned	Zumwalt.			
	
Chaz	Dutoit:		Agreed	that	HBRA	was	unique	and	the	qualities	that	made	it	unique	
were	not	enhanced	by	these	large	music	events.			
	
Jeff		Gaulton:		Added	that	if	there	were	a	friends	group	at	Zumwalt	that	had	
contributed	time	and	money,	they	would	want	their	situation	considered	too.		He	
hoped	they	could	consider	all	thirteen	parks	and	determine	the	parameters	for	what	
large	events	should	be.			
	
Brad	van	Appel:		Task	force	member	said	that	each	park	was	unique	and	he	didn’t	
know	if	they	could	come	up	with	a	blanket	set	of	criteria.		He	was	associated	with	
HBRA,	which	has	its	unique	qualities.	Each	of	the	other	parks	would	have	it’s	own	
issues.	
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John	Helmer:		Agreed	that	HBRA	is	roughly	half	the	area	of	all	the	parks,	and	the	task	
force	has	a	lot	of	expertise	with	regard	to	HBRA,	but	they	don’t	know	a	lot	about	the	
other	parks.		Mike	and	staff	will	present	information	about	the	other	parks,	and	the	
task	force	would	like	to	hear	from	people	who	use	those	parks.			
	
Community	member:		Daily	park	user	for	19	years	asked	if	the	reason	for	having	
large	events	was	just	for	the	money.			Why	is	the	county	even	having	large	events?		
	
Mike	Russell:		Parks	manager	explained	that	events	from	weddings	to	music	events	
were	part	of	the	diverse	experience	that	the	parks	department	wants	to	offer.		The	
parks	department	was	funded	primarily,	by	user	fees.		Events	had	been	held	in	
various	county	parks	for	many	years.	
	
Same	Community	Member:		Continued	by	saying	that	the	situation	seemed	to	have	
grown	in	the	last	few	years.		She	gave	the	example	of	Norway,	which	had	for	many	
years	reaped	the	benefits	of	offshore	oil	drilling	for	education	and	other	social	
services.		This	summer	Norway	stopped	allowing	drilling	because	it	was	no	longer	
worth	the	pollution.		How	long	do	we	have	to	go	before	we	get	to	that	point?	Too	
much	noise	is	too	much	noise.		Her	heart	was	pouring	out	to	Pisgah	and	she	would	
love	to	see	it	preserved	for	nature	and	beauty	and	all	of	us	who	want	to	be	in	that	
environment.					
	
John	Helmer:		Clarified	that	initially	the	reason	for	holding	large	events	was	funding	
for	parks,	then	the	reason	had	become	providing	a	diverse	experience,	then	
supporting	the	tourism	industry	became	involved.		The	biggest	source	of	funding	is	
actually	from	camping.		Large	events	at	HBRA	are	not	a	huge	source	right	now,	so	it	
an	interesting	economic	question.			
	
New	Community	Member:		Said	that	Mount	Pisgah	was	one	of	the	three	best	places	
to	see	birds	in	Lane	County.		She	was	born	and	raised	in	Oregon,	and	boards	and	
raises	horses	off	Seavey	Loop.		The	park	was	an	efficient	place	for	her	family	to	be	by	
the	river	and	experience	old	rural	Oregon.		It	was	available	for	anyone	in	Lane	
County	to	come	and	enjoy.		She	felt	we	turned	it	into	a	city	when	we	packed	it	with	
people,	cars,	crowds,	trash,	and	music.		Her	horses	are	almost	a	mile	a	way	and	they	
were	really	upset	during	the	last	all‐night	concert.		That	type	of	intensity	does	not	go	
with	her	idea	of	what	the	park	could	and	should	be.		There	should	be	diversity,	and	
she	didn’t	think	the	Wildflower	Festival,	the	Mushroom	Festival	or	weddings	ruined	
the	park.		A	lot	of	people	care	about	Mt.	Pisgah	including	the	Straub	family	that	
contributed	to	getting	the	park	established.		Mega‐events	just	don’t	belong.		That	
was	not	the	vision	of	a	park;	it	was	an	urban	vision.		We	have	more	urban	places	
where	people	can	more	practically	have	very	loud	music.		There	is	pavement	for	
parking	without	damage	to	this	very	valuable	place	that	has	lots	of	natural	values	
and	potential	values.		Her	four‐and‐a	half‐year‐old	grandson’s	eyes	light	up	when	he	
walks	along	the	river	with	his	dad,	and	he	discovers	things	in	the	grass.		It	is	
valuable	in	itself	and	it	is	our	responsibility	to	take	our	turn	to	be	stewards	of	that.			
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John	Helmer:		Asked	her	for	input	as	to	characteristics	of	acceptable	events.	
	
Same	Community	Member:		When	roads	are	packed	with	cars	and	you	can’t	get	
where	you	need	to	go,	it	could	be	dangerous	in	the	summers	with	fire	danger.		It	is	a	
park	that	serves	nature	and	humans	well;	quiet	and	contemplative.		There	are	so	
many	people	walking	up	and	down	the	trail;	it	is	low	impact	and	high	value.				
	
New	Community	Member:		Said	he	was	a	park	user	long	before	it	was	a	park,	having	
moved	there	when	he	was	four	years	old.		He’d	been	to	the	top	of	Pisgah	many	
times.		He	lived	approximately	300	feet	from	the	main	stage	for	Faerieworlds	and	
Kaleidoscope.		Mike	Russell	had	said	48	decibels	was	the	acceptable	limit.		When	the	
pans	on	stove	are	rattling	and	the	windows	are	shaking,	that’s	not	48.		Parks	has	an	
agenda.		He	urged	people	to	question	everything	they	say,	because	it	is	not	true.		If	it	
was	48,	he	questioned	why	wasn’t	Kaleidoscope	still	here.		He	hoped	that	the	task	
force	would	have	someone	from	the	Raptor	Center	or	Fish	and	Wildlife	come.		They	
don’t	hear	the	coyotes	any	more.		He	watched	coyotes	cross	the	river	and	flee	the	
Friday	of	Kaleidoscope.		Bald	eagles	used	to	nest	in	the	park;	he	hasn’t	seen	them	for	
a	couple	of	years.		He	urged	people	not	to	be	afraid	to	question	the	Parks	director	or	
his	aides.		You	have	to	take	them	with	a	grain	of	salt	because	they	are	telling	you	
what	you	want	to	hear.			
	
John	Helmer:		Clarified	that	HBRA	was	a	state	park	beginning	in	1972,	and	in	1982	
became	a	county	park.	
	
Fraser	MacDonald:		The	natural	areas	parks	coordinator	addressed	the	wildlife	
issues,	saying	they	were	complex.		There	were	juvenile	bald	eagles	there	this	year.		
There	was	report	of	a	coyote.		It	is	really	difficult	to	determine	what	the	effects	are.					
	
Brad	van	Appel	(?):		Went	on	record	that	he	raised	chickens	and	that	he	did	have	
coyotes	eating	his	chickens,	but	did	not	use	traps.		Not	all	farmers	do	that.			
	
Chris	Orsinger:		FBP	Executive	Director	reiterated	that	the	HBRA	Master	Plan	was	a	
valuable	document	and	had	a	clear	purpose	for	the	park	which	was	to	provide	
varied	opportunities	for	primarily	low	intensity	outdoor	recreation	and	education	
activities	while	protecting,	conserving,	enhancing	and	maintaining	the	natural	
scenic,	historical,	rural,	and	educational	qualities	of	this	large	and	strategically	
located	park.		He	could	not	speak	to	the	other	parks,	which	do	not	have	benefit	of	a	
master	plan,	but	operate	under	the	Parks	and	Open	Space	Master	Plan,	which	is	
under	revision.			For	Mt.	Pisgah,	it	was	clear	that	camping	was	not	allowed	except	in	
the	case	of	special	equestrian	events.		It	was	clear	that	a	revision	of	the	HBRA	Master	
Plan	would	be	necessary	to	resume	large	events	of	the	nature	of	Faerieworlds,	
Kaleidoscope	or	the	Dirty	Dash.		There	was	subjectivity	involved	to	decide	what	fits	
and	what	doesn’t.		However,	the	HBRA	Master	Plan	said	very	clearly	that	the	dairy	
barn	could	be	remodeled	as	a	multipurpose	center	that	could	be	used	for	social	
gatherings	such	as	picnics,	weddings,	parties,	or	family	reunions.		He	doubted	these	
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would	exceed	200‐400	people.		He	thought	there	was	a	smaller	level	of	events	that	
could	bring	people	to	the	park,	particularly	if	they	could	connect	people	to	nature,	
and	the	scenic	and	historic	rural	purposes	of	the	park	like	heritage	hops,	the	native	
American	usage	of	that	area.		For	that	we	have	a	very	attractive	opportunity.		The	
question	about	changing	to	camping	because	of	the	value	of	revenues	from	camping	
might	be	something	to	considered.		This	could	be	a	gateway	to	the	great	natural	
area,	the	1270	acres,	owned	by	The	Nature	Conservancy,	which	will	one	day	become	
available	for	recreation.		Some	small‐scale	camping	might	be	one	way	to	have	an	
opportunity	to	learn	about	the	area.			
	
Jay	Bozievich:		The	county	commissioner	agreed	that	HBRA	was	unique,	and	that	
there	were	legal	issues,	and	it	did	have	a	master	plan.		However,	there	was	a	
demand	for	large	outdoor	events.		He	would	like	the	task	force	to	determine	what	
might	be	appropriate	in	other	parks	since	people	are	asking	for	places	to	have	
events.		Wineries	can	only	do	so	much.		What	would	be	appropriate	at	Richardson	or	
Armitage?		He	would	draw	the	line	at	Kaleidoscope	as	not	being	appropriate	at	any	
county	park.		He	thought	every	agreed	it	was	a	mistake.		HBRA	had	a	lot	of	legal	ties	
that	hadn’t	been	answered	yet,	so	it	would	be	helpful	to	him	to	know	what	might	be	
appropriate	at	other	parks.				
	
Chris	Orsinger:		Said	the	other	park	he	was	most	familiar	with	was	Armitage	Park.		It	
had	a	certain	potential	since	was	bounded	by	a	sand	and	gravel	company	and	a	
highway,	so	surrounding	residential	areas	were	not	as	dense	as	Buford.		It	already	
had	camping	facilities	including	RV,	but	he	did	not	know	how	large	the	open	spaces	
were.		People	had	mentioned	Armitage	to	him	as	being	closer	to	town	and	near	a	
Beltline	exit.		However,	it	was	being	looked	at	by	the	Coast	Fork	Watershed	Council	
to	reconnect	the	river	to	the	gravel	pits	to	enhance	western	pond	turtle	habitat.			
	
Mary	Moore:		Task	force	member	said	that	the	reason	for	concern	about	Pisgah	is	
that	all	of	the	county’s	large	events	have	been	at	Pisgah.		Based	on	the	list	Mike	
handed	out,	events	at	other	parks	have	been	under	1,000.		The	comment	made	
about	Richardson	was	that	you	couldn’t	displace	day	use	people.		She	agrees	that	
there	are	people	who	are	asking	for	large	events,	but	she	agrees	with	the	first	
speaker:		Is	there	a	point	where	you	don’t	sell	out?		Why	is	money	always	the	driving	
factor?		Is	there	something	to	preserve?	Once	you	choose	to	change	something	it	will	
never	go	back	to	the	way	it	was.		
	
John	Helmer:		Allowed	Dave	Stockdale	to	address	the	limited	question	of	whether	
other	parks	had	held	events	over	1,000.			
	
Dave	Stockdale:		Parks	computer	analyst	stated	they	average	14	events	per	year	in	
the	park	system	that	are	either	1,000	or	more	or	they	are	very	close	at	800‐900.		
Actually	a	majority	of	their	large	events	take	place	not	at	Buford	Park.		The	largest	of	
the	events	have	been	at	Buford	Park.		Armitage	could	only	hold	about	1,000.		
Richardson	held	about	4,000	for	one	concert	but	had	to	close	it	to	day	use.		He	said	
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Zumwalt	and	Buford	were	the	only	two	that	allowed	the	park	or	part	of	the	park	to	
be	closed	for	a	special	event.			
	
John	Helmer:		Asked	if	most	events	at	other	parks	were	around	1,000,	and	if	
Richardson	accommodated	the	4,000	concertgoers.			
	
Dave	Stockdale:		Said	except	for	Richardson	most	concerts	were	around	1,000‐
1,500.	
	
John	Helmer:		Asked	if	the	Richardson	concert	was	able	to	handle	4,000.	
	
Dave	Stockdale:		Said	this	was	before	his	time	(2002),	and	they	used	Zumwalt	and	
Orchard	Point	as	a	park	and	ride	for	the	event.			
	
John	Helmer:		Pinpointed	a	question	that	the	task	force	needs	to	consider	about	
displaced	uses.		With	the	Seavey	Loop	situation,	a	large	event	had	the	effect	of	
closing	the	park	to	traffic.		Equestrian	use	could	not	be	displaced	to	another	site.		It	
was	a	complex	question.	
	
Questions	from	the	audience:		Were	any	of	the	events	in	the	other	parks	multi‐day?		
How	long,	how	many	participants,	and	was	there	entertainment?			
	
Dave	Stockdale:		Said	yes,	the	camping	for	Country	Fair	was	four	days,	for	1,200.		
Food	vendors	came	in	and	they	had	bands	in	the	parking	lot.			
	
John	Helmer:		Chair	thanked	the	participants	for	straying	from	the	HBRA	as	the	
main	topic.		Announced	a	break.			
	
Tom	LoCascio:		The	Site	Manager,	living	at	the	Arboretum	for	33	years,	was	not	
speaking	as	an	Arboretum	representative.		He	had	attended	Faerieworlds	and	the	
Dirty	Dash	and	respected	the	need	for	such	events.		He	had	to	question	why	it	is	so	
hard	to	find	places	for	such	events.		It	takes	a	lot	to	organize	the	activity,	to	keep	it	
orderly	and	safe	and	in	keeping	with	the	place.		He	has	worked	with	every	park	
manager	that	has	ever	been,	been	part	of	every	task	force	except	the	LETF.		He	was	
there	when	the	HBRA	Master	Plan	was	written	and	participated	in	its	language.		He	
understood	very	clearly	that,	when	they	spoke	of	night	events	they	were	trying	to	
accommodate	the	Boy	Scouts	who	were	helping	take	care	of	the	park	(that	was	23	
years	ago),	and	they	were	talking	about	the	posses	that	were	coming	in	from	out	of	
town	for	equestrian	events.		When	anyone	drives	down	Seavey	Loop	community,	
what	do	you	see,	what	do	you	feel?		When	you	go	into	Mt.	Pisgah,	what	is	that	like	as	
an	experience,	for	you?		For	me,	as	somebody	who	has	lived	in	it,	breathed	it,	and	
loved	it,	it	is	Oregon.		It	is	the	place	that	we	love.		The	organizations	that	have	
created	that	place	also	have	people	who	see	that.		They	really	admire	that	we	need	a	
place	in	Eugene,	Springfield,	all	around	Pleasant	Hill,	Goshen	about	which	they	can	
say	that.		Those	are	our	roots,	right	there.		So	while	there	is	a	need	for	them	(large	
events),	the	financial	blows	that	are	happening	in	other	parks	are	not	happening	at	
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Pisgah.		The	organizations	and	the	people	are	freely	supporting	that	place.		I	go	to	
neighbors	for	pumpkins	and	cornstalks	and	they	give	gladly	because	it	is	about	the	
place.		Bringing	in	these	events	that	are	not	focused	on	the	place,	they	bring	in	a	lot	
of	these	other	elements	that	are	potentially	damaging.		Suddenly,	people	are	no	
longer	seeing	Oregon;	they	are	seeing	a	place	to	party,	to	gather,	and	it	has	its	
impact.		The	last	thing	that	I	will	share	is	that	when	The	Nature	Conservancy	
acquired	that	1200	acres,	it	brought	into	view	the	idea	that	we	have	such	a	large	
holding	of	land	it’s	kind	of	a	preserve	for	the	humans	and	the	wild	elements	to	be	
together,	to	learn,	to	study,	to	just	be.		He	though	we	would	really	be	doing	our	
community	a	disservice	to	not	allow	all	these	organizations,	the	Lane	County	Parks,	
the	Arboretum,	the	Friends	of	Buford	Park,	and	The	Nature	Conservancy	to	really	do	
some	vision	planning	on	what	we	want	that	area	to	do.		Every	one	of	them	opens	the	
newspaper	every	day	and	sees	600	houses	going	here	or	apartments,	200	here.		
Where	are	these	people	going	to	go,	what	are	they	going	to	do,	and	what	are	we	
going	to	teach	them?		The	people	who	are	out	at	Pisgah	are	in	it,	they	are	learning	
about	it,	and	they	are	helping	to	build	it.			And	that	is	a	good	way	to	manage	the	
parks	budget.		Let	the	people	do	it;	that’s	what	they	have	been	doing.			
	
John	Helmer:		Asked	if	anyone	else	wanted	to	speak,	and	opened	the	meeting	to	
general	discussion.			
	
Janis	Ross:		Task	force	member	said	the	survey	monkey	indicated	that	people	
wanted	the	Dirty	Dash.		It	brought	them	to	the	park	and	made	them	park	users.		She	
wondered	if	they	could	work	out	shuttles,	would	that	make	it	better?		Are	there	
compromises	or	other	work‐arounds?		Outdoor	athletic	events	are	very	popular,	
this	being	Track	Town.			
	
John	Helmer:		Commented	those	(athletic	events)	would	not	be	at	night	or	need	
camping,	but	there	were	about	10,000	people.	
	
Comment	from	the	audience:		The	Dirty	Dash	was	noisy.		Their	microphone	could	be	
heard	five	miles	away.			
	
John	Helmer:		Commented	that	some	on	the	task	force	were	concerned	about	the	
mud	pits.		It	was	not	just	the	running,	but	altering	the	landscape.			
	
Community	member:		Wanted	to	add	that	with	a	growing	population	and	changes	in	
the	natural	world,	people	are	important,	but	we	must	be	conscious	of	protecting	the	
natural	world	that	can	not	speak	for	itself,	and	a	sense	of	space.		We	have	to	protect	
it	for	it	to	remain.		Having	land	that	is	not	all	beaten	down	and	developed	does	have	
value.		She	would	see	lots	of	hikers	going	to	the	top	of	Pisgah.	We	just	need	to	leave	
space.		Some	people	see	open	space	and	only	want	to	do	something	commercial.			
Some	of	us	see	open	space	and	see	the	experience.		That	is	what	a	park	means	to	her.			
	
Community	member:		Stated	that	with	the	Dirty	Dash,	volunteers	had	to	spend	
considerable	time	going	along	the	entire	route,	clipping	off	all	the	possible	
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unwanted	invasive	plants	to	keep	the	dirty	dashers	from	stewing	unwanted	plants	
all	around	the	area	that	we	are	trying	to	keep	clear	of	unwanted	invasives.			
	
Community	member:		Had	lived	in	the	area	since	1964,	and	one	of	the	things	
important	to	her	as	a	user,	and	she	thinks	important	to	a	lot	of	other	people,	is	the	
certainty;	the	certainty	that	when	you	go	to	the	park	you	know	you	will	have	a	quiet	
spot.			People	who	are	planning	weddings	or	family	reunions	that	have	a	very	low	
impact	on	the	park	often	plan	a	year	or	two	in	advance.		She	was	surprised	there	
wasn’t	a	lawsuit	by	the	people	who	were	having	a	wedding	during	the	time	of	
Kaleidoscope.		Even	though	people	say	it	won’t	happen	again,	the	music	from	the	
events	carries	into	the	area	where	people	are	having	weddings.		You	can’t	talk	
without	hearing	the	music.		You	can’t	have	your	own	dance	music	for	a	wedding	
dance	with	out	being	drowned	out	by	a	competing	group.		She	was	sure	that	group	
was	disappointed.		They	also	tell	everyone	they	know,	and	everyone	who	was	there	
will	tell	other	people.		Those	groups	of	maybe	100	people	have	the	potential	to	
reach	out	to	thousands	of	people	and	say	I’m	not	going	to	Armitage	or	I’m	not	going	
to	Pisgah	because	it	negatively	effected	our	activity.			Cumulatively,	if	people	don’t	
know	what	to	expect	when	they	go	to	a	park	and	a	quiet,	peaceful,	country‐like	
setting	whether	it’s	Pisgah	or	Zumwalt	or	one	of	the	others,	and	find	that	another	
group	has	taken	over	the	park	with	noise,	they	are	not	going	to	come	any	more.		
They	will	to	somewhere	else.		She	thinks	we	need	to	keep	the	certainty	of	a	quiet,	
peaceful	place	that	people	can	count	on.		
	
Randy	Hledik:		Task	force	member	commented	that	most	of	the	people	there	were	
nature‐oriented,	who	prefer	low	intensity	hiking	activities,	so	may	not	be	able	to	
answer	the	question,	but	he	would	ask	it	anyway.		Regardless	of	personal	feelings	
about	what	went	on	at	a	Kaleidoscope,	was	there	anyplace	in	Lane	County,	either	
cities	or	rural	areas,	or	others	where	a	Kaleidoscope	could	be	held;	or	is	it	so	out‐
there	that	it	shouldn’t	be	permitted.		There	was	a	pretty	good	crowd,	so	there	was	a	
demand	for	it,	so	where	could	it	be	held.			
	
Community	member:		Added	that	Lane	County	was	not	responsible	for	providing	a	
place.		She	attended	Kaleidoscope	each	day	and	heard	a	lot	about	the	security	people	
and	about	the	people	who	were	bringing	drugs	in	each	day.		There	was	a	lot	of	illegal	
drug	activity	still	going	on	that	was	obvious	if	you	had	eyes.		There	was	a	lot	of	
illegal	smoking,	and	a	concern	about	fire	danger.					
	
Randy	Hledik:		Asked	even	if	it	was	on	private	land	or	federally	owned	land?	
	
Same	community	member:		It	was	really	not	Lane	County’s	issue.	
	
Jeff	Gaulton:		Offered	an	anecdote.		In	the	concerts	he	produced	for	15	years	for	the	
city	of	Oceanside,	they	started	with	a	beach	that	was	over‐run	by	gangs	and	drugs.		
They	did	three	concerts	a	season,	brought	in	varied	acts	over	15	years	and	at	the	
end	of	15	years	they	no	longer	needed	public	support	from	the	municipality.		The	
people	of	the	city	of	Oceanside	took	over	and	cleaned	it	up	on	their	own.		Without	
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involvement	by	people	who	cared	about	taking	it	over	and	without	initial	city	
funding	there	would	not	have	been	that	kind	of	interaction	with	that	community,	
and	the	community	really	cleaned	up.		It	be	came	a	positive	place	to	be;	he	thought	
the	concert	series	sparked	ownership	back	and	caused	people	who	feared	the	area	
to	come	back.		So	was	there	an	opportunity	to	attract	people	who	would	not	come	
for	nature	events	or	horse	events	to	come	for	a	Dirty	Dash	or	a	concert	to	spark	the	
interest	in	the	next	generation	to	take	ownership	of	the	park	as	well.			Maybe	not	
Kaleidoscope,	but	were	there	other	events	that	could	go	into	these	parks	and	spark	
that	kind	of	community	involvement	and	community	ownership?		What	we	are	
going	to	struggle	with	is	what	kind	of	events	can	bring	in	the	next	generation	of	
people.		How	can	we	get	the	next	generation	to	be	involved	in	the	horseback	riding	
and	hiking	that	he	enjoyed	as	a	kid?	
	
John	Helmer:		Mentioned	projects	prepared	by	six	U	of	O	students	who	had	been	
asked	to	design	an	event	that	they	though	would	be	appropriate	for	Emerald	
Meadows.		They	really	thought	outside	the	box	about	community	and	
appropriateness.			Task	force	member	Leslie	had	thought	this	exercise	was	a	good	
way	to	free	your	mind	to	consider	what	might	be	appropriate.			
	
Chaz	Dutoit:		Both	the	Arboretum	and	the	FBP	have	guided	tours	and	volunteer	
programs;	they	would	be	more	than	happy	for	your	(Jeff’s)	kids	participate	in	and	
get	involved	hands‐on	in	a	hands‐on	experience	of	what	the	park	has.			
	
Jeff	Gaulton:		Replied	that	he	was	talking	about	the	18,	19,	20‐year‐olds	who	would	
not	have	an	opportunity	for	that	type	of	experience,	because	Pisgah’s	advertising	
does	not	reach	them,	whereas	the	Dirty‐Dash	and	concert	advertising	might	get	
them	into	the	park.		And	20‐30	years	from	now,	they	might	say	“what	were	you	
thinking	having	Dirty‐Dash	here.”		He	hoped	that	when	they	made	
recommendations	to	the	commissioners,	they	considered	all	sorts	of	opportunities	
to	bring	all	sorts	of	people	from	all	areas	of	Lane	County	to	use	the	parks	in	a	
respectful	creative	manner.			
	
Chaz	Dutoit:		Replied	that	as	to	Kaleidoscope,	the	Lane	Events	Center	that	was	
completely	enclosed	might	be	a	possibility,	or	the	between	the	headquarters	of	Park	
Mountain	Antelope	Refuge	and	French	Glenn	would	be	a	perfect	place.		(Laughter)	
No	one	would	care;	there	was	no	one	there	and	the	animals	that	it	drove	away	
would	come	back.		Dirty	Dash	was	the	most	like	recreation.		People	connected	with	
the	park	in	a	natural	way.		There	might	be	a	possible	way	to	make	it	work;	that	was	
right	on	the	edge	of	what	might	be	low	intensity,	compatible	recreation.			Jeff	was	
right.		In	fifty	years	we	want	them	to	say:	look	what	they	did	for	us.		Look	what	they	
preserved	for	us,	for	our	grandchildren,	for	our	great	grandchildren.		A	place	where	
humans	and	nature	can	thrive	together	and	where	nature	can	exists,	and	humans	
can	interact	in	a	low‐intensity	way,	because	large	events	will	drive	that	nature	away.			
	
Tom	LoCascio:		Had	observed	the	large	events,	and	the	Dirty	Dash	had	a	lot	of	
virtues.		It	brought	people	out;	it	was	not	competitive.		But	the	thing	that	is	hard	
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about	the	conservation	was	trying	to	get	people	to	walk	on	the	earth	respectfully	
and	not	spread	unwanted	species.		It	was	totally	counter	to	the	message	that	we	had	
been	trying	to	get	across.		There	are	ways	to	design	Dirty	Dash	type	of	events	so	that	
they	don’t	have	such	an	impact	and	could	even	be	educational.		If	that	were	the	step	
that	were	taken,	that	would	be	a	huge	step	in	deciding	what	kind	of	event	could	
happen	out	here.		The	other	thing	to	understand	about	the	reason	there	aren’t	many	
of	these	events	is	that	they	are	complex.		Traffic	is	an	issue.		The	drugs	and	alcohol	
are	happening.		The	reason	they	want	camping	is	that	they	don’t	want	people	
driving	home	after	these	events.		There	might	be	high	school	events	where	there	
wasn’t	such	a	drug	culture,	but	for	the	18,	19,	20‐year‐olds	you	all	know	they	will	be	
drinking	and	partying.		Multi‐day	events	totally	change	the	impact	and	bring	out	
cultural	practices	that	it	is	pretty	hard	to	keep	a	handle	on.	
	
Brad	van	Appel:		In	talking	about	thinking	outside	the	box,	there	may	be	lots	of	
opportunities	that	we	haven’t	even	thought	of.		Concerts	have	already	been	thought	
of.			He	was	eager	to	see	what	the	college	students	came	up	with	for	events	that	
could	be	educational,	that	could	be	connected	to	the	values	of	the	land.		Between	the	
Mt.	Pisgah	Arboretum	and	the	Friends	of	Buford	Park,	they	engage	about	a	1,000	
volunteers	a	year,	so	when	you	talk	about	needing	to	get	the	community	engaged	
and	involved	in	caring	for	a	place,	that	has	happened.		Those	people	are	all	ages,	
teenagers,	20‐somethings,	30‐somethings,	all	ages	and	all	economic	backgrounds,	
who	come	out	to	work	in	the	park.		There	are	things	we	can	do,	but	we	need	to	think	
outside	the	box	for	ways	we	can	engage	those	people.		He	doesn’t	think	it	means	
bringing	in	large	concerts	as	the	default	for	the	18‐19‐year‐olds.		There	are	other	
ways	to	engage	them	and	open	them	up	to	other	kinds	of	experiences.			
	
Community	member:		Agreed	with	what	Brad	said.		Also,	people	come	in	from	all	
over	to	visit	Pisgah	because	it	is	Pisgah.		For	example,	a	group	of	14	college	students	
from	Walla	Walla	came	to	spend	their	entire	week	at	Pisgah	and	Oakridge	in	a	
volunteer	service	project.		There	are	ways	to	bring	people	from	other	areas;	we	all	
bring	our	relatives	to	Pisgah	when	they	visit.		We	don’t	have	to	have	huge	events	to	
make	Pisgah	attractive,	and	to	allow	people	to	be	able	to	do	there	what	they	can	
only	do	there.		They	can	go	to	concerts	somewhere	else.			They	could	go	to	Cuthbert,	
they	could	go	to	the	Hult	Center.		You	could	even	put	Kaleidoscope	out	at	Autzen	
Stadium	or	something.		There	are	things	that	you	can	only	do	at	Pisgah,	and	that’s	
what	we	need	to	be	providing	to	the	community	and	the	500,000	visitors	a	year	who	
do	that.			
	
Allen	Murphy:	(?)	Task	force	member	came	to	listen	to	the	community	input.		It	is	
clear	that	the	community	is	most	interested	in	a	quiet,	historical	place.			It	is	a	
natural	gem;	close	to	the	freeway,	close	to	the	city.		With	the	addition	of	TNC	land,	
what	the	Friends	of	Buford	Park	are	doing	with	the	junction	of	the	rivers	at	the	
confluence,	we	need	to	decide	what	to	do	out	there	that	doesn’t	involve	what	you	
can	do	at	Autzen	or	the	fairgrounds.		He	knows	the	county	feels	pressured	to	
provide	a	place	to	put	on	their	events,	but	it	is	not	the	county’s	responsibility	or	the	
parks	department’s	responsibility	to	provide	for	people	doing	business.			
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Janis	Ross:		Wanted	to	point	out	that	there	are	differing	viewpoints	in	the	public	
comment	and	in	the	survey	monkey.		This	public	input	session	was	not	the	only	
input.		People	in	the	room	might	not	have	access	to	the	survey	monkey	results.		
There	were	other	opinions	expressed	in	the	survey	monkey.		
	
Randy	Hledik:	(?)	Commented	that	there	was	a	very	small	minority	of	the	survey	
monkey	respondents	that	wanted	the	Dirty	Dash	or	Kaleidoscope.		
	
John	Helmer:		Suggested	that	you	tend	to	get	people	who	feel	strongly	about	issues.		
Neither	this	forum	nor	the	web	survey	were	definitive.		They	were	data	points.			
	
	
Randy	Hledik:		Asked	the	farmers	who	raise	horses	or	chickens	about	the	effect	the	
sporadic	but	intense	noise	of	the	civil	war	reenactment	had	on	their	livelihoods.			
	
Community	member:		She	boards	and	trains	horses.		Even	if	the	reenactment	were	
of	reasonable	size	and	only	once	a	year,	they	would	be	precluded	from	riding.		The	
park	would	be	essentially	closed	to	them.		A	horse	would	have	to	be	specially	
trained	to	cope	with	noise	at	close	range.		With	the	guns,	would	there	be	birds	
nesting	then?		What	about	adult	and	juvenile	bald	eagles?		It	would	depend	on	time	
of	year.			At	her	farm,	she	was	seeing	eagles	before	Kaleidoscope.		
	
John	Helmer:		Ask	for	any	other	comments	regarding	impact	on	livestock.	
	
Unidentified	speaker:		Commented	that	he	lived	near	a	lake	and	the	start	of	duck	
season	had	sounded	like	the	civil	war.		(Laughter)	
	
Community	member:		Hoped	that	the	situation	did	not	become	litigious.		She	was	
active	in	trying	to	save	the	Columbia	Gorge	from	the	same	things	that	were	
happening	here;	leaving	it	pristine.		It	ended	up	in	President	Reagan’s	lap,	the	only	
environmentally	friendly	thing	he	passed.		They	did	save	the	area,	but	it	got	really	
ugly	and	very	expensive.		People’s	lives	were	threatened.			You	have	touched	on	the	
legal	things.		She	hoped	that	got	straightened	out	or	it	could	be	very	ugly.			
	
Randy	Hledik:		Requested	clarification.		She	was	talking	about	a	scenic	area	and	not	
the	Gorge	Amphitheater.			
	
Community	member:		Said	he	hadn’t	known	about	the	Civil	War	re‐enactment	ahead	
of	time,	but	heard	some	rifle	shots	and	investigated.		They	had	no	livestock	so	it	
wasn’t	interrupting	the	farming	operation	at	all.		You	could	see	that	people	were	
actually	learning	something.		It	was	very,	very	educational.			They	had	the	
instruments	they	had	actually	used	to	treat	injuries.		He	attended	Faerieworlds	a	
couple	of	times,	and	didn’t	see	anything	educational	at	all.		With	the	Mushroom	
Festival	and	the	Wildflower	Festival	you	could	learn	something.		It	was	not	that	way	
with	the	music	festivals.			
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Randy	Hledik:		Requested	clarification	about	the	noise	from	musketry	and	cannon	
fire.		It	had	been	mentioned	earlier	about	the	dishes	rattling	and	DB	levels.			
	
Community	member	replied:		It	wasn’t	anything	at	all	like	the	music	festivals.			
It	was	way	on	the	north	side	of	the	north	bottomlands	so	it	was	not	near	residences.		
It	was	an	occasional	gun	shot.	
	
Unknown	speaker:		Continued	that	you	couldn’t	imagine	the	speakers	Kaleidoscope	
had,	banks	of	speakers	many	feet	high	and	deep.			
	
Chris	Orsinger:		Brought	up	a	topic	that	Lane	county	had	not	delved	into	which	was	
whether	they	should	be	having	commercial	events.		Kaleidoscope	and	Faerieworlds	
were	both	commercial	events.		Should	it	be	part	of	the	county’s	purposed	to	support	
business,	even	the	entertainment	business?		At	the	last	meeting	there	was	a	
discussion	of	recreation,	which	is	to	rejuvenate	oneself	vs.	entertainment,	which	
was	to	hold	one’s	attention.		It	was	clear	that	Kaleidoscope	was	the	extreme	and	
clearly	unhealthy.		He	recorded	106	DB	near	the	sound	stage.		At	that	level	you	are	
supposed	to	wear	triple	hearing	protection.		It	was	clear	that	young	people	were	
having	their	hearing	damaged.		That	is	not	what	we	want.			However,	we	need	to	get	
beyond	events.		Whatever	use	is	found	out	there,	it	should	not	be	limited	to	events,	
small	or	large.		Enjoying	being	in	the	out‐of–doors,	and	other	activities	should	be	our	
focus.	
	
Janis	Ross:		Thanked	people	for	their	contributions,	but	was	concerned	that	what	
one	person	considered	educational	might	not	be	to	someone	else.		The	task	force	
was	expected	to	set	policies	for	events	to	take	to	the	commissioners.			
	
Community	member:		Asked	if	the	results	of	the	on‐line	survey	could	be	made	
public.			
	
Mike	Russell	and	John	Helmer:		Agreed	that	it	should	be	done	if	the	personal	
information	could	be	removed.					
	
Same	community	member:		Suggested	that	even	if	policies	were	set,	there	will	
always	be	value	judgments	needed.		It	would	be	very	difficult	to	have	one‐size‐fits‐
all	policies.		An	event	might	meet	all	the	criteria	and	still	not	be	acceptable.		It	
becomes	a	matter	of	having	on‐going	public	over‐sight	as	events	are	chosen,	not	just	
the	rules	set	by	the	task	force.		
	
Pat	Hoover:		Parks	Advisory	Committee	chair,	speaking	as	park	advocate	and	park	
user	had	attended	all	of	the	task	force	meetings.		The	elephant	in	the	room	was	that	
no	one	on	the	task	force	or	the	public	had	said	to	Public	Works	and	Mike	Russell,	
this	is	about	how	do	you	generate	revenue.		It	is	not	just	about	how	do	we	want	to	
use	our	parks.		It	is	about	a	struggling	parks	department	that	has	only	four	staff	to	
maintain	70	parks	from	the	Cascades	to	the	coast.		There	is	a	revenue	piece	here.		
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Someone	needs	to	ask	Public	Works	and	Parks	is	how	fast	do	they	want	to	get	well.		
Is	it		8,000	people	three	days	in	a	row	one	time	a	summer,	a	music	festival	in	our	
jewel	of	a	park,	or	is	it	spread	out	in	several	venues?		As	Randy	has	said,	can	we	put	
in	more	campgrounds,	which	generate	good	money	based	on	use	per	day?		Let’s	look	
at	ways	the	county	can	generate	some	money,	but	not	have	them	get	well	all	at	once,	
meaning	generate	a	lot	of	revenue.		That	is	the	elephant	in	the	room.		Someone	
needs	to	quiz	Public	Works.		How	much	money	do	you	need	to	make	quickly	in	the	
summer?		What	is	your	window	for	making	revenue,	or	how	can	we	spread	it	out	so	
we	can	have	a	wedding	here,	a	family	reunion	there?		Is	that	feasible?		Someone	
needs	to	ask	parks,	how	do	you	want	to	do	this?		The	last	couple	of	summers,	it	has	
been	quickly	and	lots	of	people.			Maybe	that	is	not	the	answer.		She	asked	the	task	
force	to	address	this	as	the	one	other	issue	that	hadn’t	come	up	that	much.			
	
Mary	Moore:		Asked	about	the	transient	tax.	
	
Mike	Russell:		Explained	that	the	transient	tax	was	about	$3	million	county‐wide,	
but	was	very	constrained,	being	shared	with	Travel	Lane	County	and	the	cities	
where	it	was	generated.		The	total	park	budget	was	about	$2.4	million.	
	
John	Helmer:		Addressed	a	question	to	Commissioner	Bozievich.		In	a	sense,	the	task	
force	members	were	all	working	for	him.			There	had	been	12	hours	of	meetings.		A	
lot	of	work	had	gone	on	between	meetings.		Six	experts	had	visited	including	one	
from	Portland.		It	had	taken	a	lot	of	Mike	and	Dave’s	time	as	well.			For	this	event,	he	
and	Mike	wrote	a	guest	editorial	for	the	Register‐Guard.		They	did	the	survey	with	
300	responses.		There	was	a	news	release.		Jeff	Gaulton	produced	a	wonderful	public	
service	announcement	that	was	broadcast	on	radio.		John	was	interviewed	on	
KPMW,	KLCC	and	KVAL.		They	put	a	lot	into	it,	and	yet	you	can	see	the	challenge	
they	are	up	against.		It	is	hard	to	look	past	HBRA	and	the	passion	that	we	see.		As	
active	as	the	Faerieworlds	and	Dirty	Dash’s	Facebook	pages	were,	he	was	amazed	
that	there	were	no	event	promoters	at	this	meeting.			The	task	force	was	working	
hard	and	trying	to	do	due	diligence,	so	that	when	Mr.	Bozievich	gets	the	report,	he	
will	say	“good	job.”			He	would	feel	the	task	force	did	the	work	that	was	necessary	
and	he	could	vote	in	favor	of	what	they	came	up	with.		He	asked	Mr.	Bozievich	if	he	
had	any	advice	or	expectations	about	a	final	set	of	recommendations	that	he	could	
use	to	go	forward.					
	
Jay	Bozievich:		The	Lane	County	Commissioner	thanked	the	task	force	for	all	of	the	
publicity.		He	heard	the	interview	and	the	radio	announcement,	and	was	a	little	
surprised	that	there	were	no	neighbors	of	Zumwalt,	who	have	complained	to	him	
about	the	Country	Fair	or	people	who	have	complained	about	events	in	other	parks.		
The	task	force	had	been	hearing	from	experts	on	both	sides.		They	understood	that	
public	input	was	not	always	completely	representative.		Are	you	hearing	from	just	
the	energized	portion	of	the	community	or	is	there	a	balance	to	that?		There	had	
even	been	discussion	of	sending	out	a	“scientific”	survey	to	try	to	balance	the	sides	
of	the	survey	to	have	a	representative	response	from	the	population.		He	had	been	
involved	in	political	surveys	and	it	was	difficult	to	get	a	representative	sample	
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because	people	have	stopped	using	landlines.		You	have	to	have	a	survey	company	
that	is	capable	of	contacting	people	on	cell	phones.		Young	people	don’t	answer	cell	
phones;	they	will	answer	a	text.		To	get	the	younger	generation	to	respond	to	
surveys	was	a	difficult	thing	to	do.		From	what	he	had	heard	back	from	staff,	the	task	
force	had	been	doing	the	right	things	to	get	a	balance	and	to	have	a	good	set	of	
recommendations,	and	he	was	looking	forward	to	it.		It	was	a	tough	question.		There	
was	a	demand	for	the	use	of	large	outdoor	venues.		He	was	an	outdoor	person	and	
also	a	musician.		He	would	challenge	people	who	say	that	music	was	not	educational	
and	that	dancing	was	not	recreation.		What	an	outdoor	event	had	to	offer	was	the	
space	to	dance	and	the	freedom	to	get	up	and	twirl	around	in	circles.		Finding	that	
balance	was	really	important.		There	was	a	demand	for	outdoor	venues.		In	Oregon,	
we	have	protected	our	agricultural	and	forest	land	so	much	it	was	difficult	for	
private	lands	to	hold	these,	really	difficult.		If	you	want	to	give	up	the	protection	of	
agricultural	lands	and	go	anywhere,	some	people	have	started	to	have	weddings	in	
barns.		You	don’t	get	his	telephone	calls	from	neighbors.		There	was	considerable	
conflict	with	people	starting	to	have	events	on	private	ground.		Even	the	wineries	
having	weddings	in	their	tasting	rooms	caused	complaints	when	bands	went	past	11	
p.m.		It	wasn’t	what	neighbors	planned	when	they	moved	there.		Events	were	often	
for	profit,	but	then	a	lot	of	things	we	do	are	for	profit.		You	have	to	be	able	to	pay	the	
people	who	play	the	music.		There	was	only	so	much	that	could	be	done	at	the	Lane	
Events	Center	or	the	Matthew	Knight	Arena.		Were	there	any	parks	in	Lane	county	
(that	might	be	appropriate)?		There	might	not	be;	maybe	none	of	the	13	parks	was	
appropriate.			Then	the	question	became,	were	any	parks	appropriate	for	outdoor	
athletic	events.		Richardson	had	worked	out	really	well	for	triathlons	since	it	was	so	
close	to	those	great	country	roads	for	the	bike	leg	of	the	triathlon.		They	were	a	good	
test	of	the	riders’	legs.		So	what	was	the	balance?		He	hoped	the	task	force	would	
look	beyond	Buford.		What	was	interesting	about	Buford	was	that	it	had	a	whole	set	
of	legal	matters.		The	task	force	had	heard	Chris	Orsinger	talk	about	that.		One	of	the	
reasons	they	cancelled	the	2015	events	was	that	they	were	on	very	thin	legal	
grounds	and	the	event	folks	couldn’t	work	with	the	neighbors	to	get	agreement.		He	
thought	the	task	force	was	headed	in	the	right	direction,	to	get	as	broad	an	input	as	
they	could.			The	most	difficult	part	for	a	politician	was	to	get	in	touch	with	the	non‐
vocal	folks.		There	were	only	13	non‐official	people	in	attendance.		He	appreciated	
everyone	who	came,	but	had	expected	a	crowd.					
	
John	Helmer:		Expressed	his	huge	appreciation	for	Mr.	Bozievich	being	there.		
Applause.		John,	being	cranky	about	starting	and	stopping	on	time,	suggested	
wrapping	it	up,	and	thanked	all	who	came	who	hadn’t	had	to.			


